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Outline on the Pigeon Fancy
Breeder Karen Langlie, Lowell, Ma 2011

I. Basic Pigeon Info

Pigeons mate for life. The female lays 2 white eggs, and both male and female take turns
brooding and caring for the young - the male usually takes the day shift, and the female sits
on the nest at night. Both sexes feed the baby with pigeon milk, a cheese-like substance
created by a gland in the throat. Gestation period for the eggs is about 18 days, making them
a good subject for genetic studies, as they reproduce so quickly and abundantly. The parent
birds usually lay another 2 eggs before the first babies have left the nest.

Normally, the female pigeon chooses her mate, but breeders often pair birds to enhance
specific traits, even changing the pairs as they see fit. Many breeders also use surrogate
parents to raise the young - this allows them to breed more young faster, without taxing the
health of their best pairs. The foster parents do not need to be the same breed as the young.
The ability to use surrogates to raise the young also makes pigeons an excellent research
subject.

I1. Categories of domestic Pigeons

There are basically 3 types of pigeons that people breed. Fancy pigeons are bred for their
beauty, and people exhibit them at pigeon shows across the nation - much like dog shows.
Each breed at a show is represented by the breed's club, which the owners must belong to in
order to show. Each club has a 'standard' for what the ideal representation of the breed must
be, and these are updated regularly according to changing preferences. (Refer to American
Fantail illustration.) Some examples of show breeds are American Fantails, Indian Fantails,
Old Dutch Capuchines, Modenas, Pouters, Fairy Swallows, etc...There are hundreds of show
breeds. Show pigeons generally do not fly well, and have little to no homing ability, so they
are mostly kept in enclosed lofts.

Performance pigeons are bred for athletic competitions. The most well-known of these are the
Homing or Racing pigeon. These birds have an unusual ability to find their way home from
unfamiliar places, sometimes hundreds of miles away from their lofts. The owners train their
birds rigorously, and compete to see whose birds get home the fastest from a common
destination where the birds are all released at once. There are many other types of sport
pigeons though - where birds are judged for specific athletic or acrobatic abilities such as
tumbling, diving, highflying, or even rolling across the lawn. Examples of these are
Birmingham Rollers, Oriental Rollers, Tipplers, NY Flights, Doneks and Parlor Rollers, to
name just a few.

The third grouping is the Utility breeds. These are bred for meat. Mainly the squab (baby
pigeons) are sold to fine restaurants, but the adult birds are also popular fare in some cultures.
Utility birds are generally much larger than other breeds, and can weigh in at several pounds.
Utility lofts are usually large, commercial operations. (Though some of the utility breeds are
also bred for show - Kings and Giant Runts would be examples of these.)

II1. Other Facts

Domestic pigeons are usually banded with seamless metal or plastic bands at 5 days old. The
ID bands display the year the pigeon hatched, a unique ID number, and often a series of
letters that represent the local chapter of the breed's club. Some breeders also have specialty
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bands printed, with the name of the owner's loft and a phone number in case someone finds a
lost bird.

The 'white doves' that are released at weddings, funerals, and other ceremonies are actually
white homing pigeons. (In many cultures, the words dove and pigeon are interchangeable.)

For centuries, many cultures used homing pigeons to deliver important messages. The US
Military used them until fairly recently when electronic communications became more
reliable. There are dozens of pigeons that earned medals for saving lives during wartime duty.
(Note that these are not 'carrier pigeons' as most people call them. The carrier pigeon is
actually a show breed.)

In Europe, pigeons were historically raised for meat and fertilizer. Their housings, or
dovecotes, were usually cylindrical structures made from stone that housed hundreds of pair
of pigeons, each with their own cubby or pigeonhole. Most of these are no longer in use, but
a large number are still standing. Later, the pigeon dung was also prized for its use in
producing gunpowder.
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The British Old Dutch Capuchine Society
The Breed Standard & Ideal for the
Old Dutch Capuchine
John S Harrison, 21/12/1992

Country of Origin:
The Netherlands, circa early 16th Century

General Appearance, body & carriage:

A graceful, medium small size pigeon, medium high, with a horizontally carried body. Short, broad
between the shoulders, gradually tapering off towards the tail. The horizontal carriage is highly
desired. A vertical line dropped from the centre of the eye should locate about 30mm in front of the
leg.

Head:
Medium length, well rounded. A flowing skull with rounded forehead. Not "pinch faced". Broad
enough at the back to be a sound base for a broad hood.

Beak:
Medium in length, with a slight curve at the tip. Flesh coloured in all colours with fine wattles. Set
slightly down to a sweet expression.

Eye and Ceres:
Iris, pearl white and lively. Ceres of fine texture, red to flesh coloured.

Neck:
Medium length. Tapering to blend smoothly into the breast and shoulders.

Breast:
Broad and full, carried just forward of the tip of the beak when stood at attention.

Throat:
Free from gullet, well cut back.

Back:
Broad between the shoulders, gradually tapering off towards the rump.

Wings:
Not too long, carried well up ie. Lying properly closed on the back and tail terminating about 1cm
from the end of the tail.

Tail:
Short rather than long in proportion to length of body. Rather narrow and well closed.

Legs:
Medium in length, shanks and toes unfeathered. Bright red in colour. Thigh feathers not so long as to
make the legs look short.

Hood:

Upright and broad, not pinched or "V" shaped, with as many feather layers as possible. Fully
feathered down the back of the neck (mane) with no breaks. The mane to blend imperceptibly with the
chain below the rosette.
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Collar (Chain):

To run in an unbroken line from the hood to the lower part of the shoulders, to blend with the mane.
In no case should the chain feathers from either side meet in the front. They must keep distance from
the cheeks and reach up to the lower part of the eye ceres when viewed from the side. On either side
of the neck there is an elliptical rosette, set as low as possible.

Colours:

Monk marked in Black, Red and Yellow. All colours to be deep and rich with much lustre and no sign
of chequering. Monk marked in Blue with black bars; Silvers with dark dun bars; Mealies with red
bars; Creams with yellow bars. Tigers in black, red, yellow or blue. In Tigers the coloured feathers
should be evenly interspersed with white. Any other colour is to be entered in the non-standard or
AOC classes.

Markings:
Monk marked in the above colours and self White.

Monk marked:

The head, tail, vent, abdomen & thighs; plus at least 7 and no more than 12 outside flight feathers
must be white. There is a straight demarcation line between the white of the abdomen and the colour
of the lower breast, this line should be about 30mm in front of the legs. The white of the head must
reach up to the base of the hood.

Serious Faults:
e Hood falling forwards on the head (capping)
Too long and narrow in build
In the region of the eyes, the chain feathers too long obliterating the side view of the eye
Open feathering anywhere on the hood, mane and chain
Poor head markings
Less than 7 and more than 10 Primaries and 2 secondaries flights being white
Slip flighted (coloured feathers in between white)
Eye colour other than pearl white
Visible white wing arch (bastard wing)
Coloured feathers on thighs or on abdomen in front of thighs
Poor colour
Coloured toe nails
e Bad carriage, the closer the tail tip is to the floor the worse the carriage.

Minor Faults:
Coloured feathers along the side of the rump and in the vent area
Stained beak

Show Preparation:

As with any marked variety it is permitted to trim or remove offending feathers which spoil the
markings. Any trimming must be indiscernible to the judge’s eye. That is to say any feathers trimmed
must be done at the root, not part way down. any bird with feathers incorrectly trimmed or bare areas,
should be rejected by the judge, also birds showing signs of illness, dirty, or carrying passengers
should be rejected.

Addendum:

From 1987 Tigers of any colour are to be entered in Tiger classes. This includes Tortoiseshells and
Strawberry tigers which were previously accepted in AOC classes. NB Coloured pigeons with odd
white feather in the coloured areas or white pigeons with a few coloured feathers are not tigers. If
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shown at all they should be entered in their respective classes, and penalised accordingly as mis-
marked.

Honorary Secretary/Treasurer
John S Harrison

Garnedd Ucha

Dolwen

Nr Abergele

North Wales

LL22 8PA

eMail : john@harislau.co.uk

BODCS Website: www.capuchine.org.uk
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Letter 1651 Darwin to W. D. Fox
19 Mar [1855]

Down Farnborough Kent
March 19th.

My dear Fox

How long it is since we have had any communication & I really want to hear how the world goes with
you; but my immediate object is to ask you to observe a point for me, & as I know how you are a very
busy man with too much to do, I shall have a good chance of your doing what I want, as it wd be hopeless
to ask a quite idle man.—

As you have a noah’s ark,f1 I do not doubt that you have pigeons; (how I wish by any chance they were
fantails!) Now what I want to know is, at what age nestling pigeons have their tail feathers sufficiently
developed to be counted. I do not think I ever even saw a young pigeon. I am hard at work on my notes,
collating & comparing them, in order in some 2 or 3 years to write a book with all the facts & arguments,
which I can collect, for & versus the immutability of species.—f2 [ want to get the young of our domestic
breeds to see how young, & to what degree, the differences appear. [ must either breed myself (which is
no amusement, but a horrid bore to me) the pigeons or buy them young, & before I go to a seller whom I
have heard of from Yarrell,f3 I am really anxious to know something about their development not to
expose my excessive ignorance, & therefore be excessively liable to be cheated & gulled— With respect
to the one point of the tail feathers, it is, of course, in relation to the wonderful development of tail
feathers in the adult fan-tail. If you had any breed of Poultry pure, I wd. beg a chicken with exact age
stated about a week or fortnight old! to be sent in Box by Post, if cd have the heart to kill one, & secondly
wd. let me pay postage. Indeed I shd be very glad to have a nestling common pigeon sent, for I mean to
make skeletons, & have already just begun comparing wild & tame ducks,f4 & I think the results rather
curious, for on weighing the several bones very carefully, when perfectly cleaned, the proportional
weights of the two have greatly varied; the foot of the tame having largely increased. How I wish I could
get a little wild duck of a week old, but that I know is almost impossible.—

With respect to ourselves, I have not much to say: we have just now a terribly noisy house with the
Hooping cough:f5 but otherwise are all well. Far the greatest fact, about myself is that [ have at last quite
done with the everlasting Barnacles. At the end of the year we had two of our little Boys very ill with
fever & Bronchites & all sorts of ailments.f6 Partly for amusement & partly for change of air we went to
London & took a House for a month, but it turned out a great failure, for that dreadful frost just set in
when we went, & all our children got unwell & Emma & I had cougsh, & colds, & rheumatism nearly all
the time.f7 We had put down first on our list (of things to do) to go & see Mrs. Fox, but literally, after
waiting some time to see whether the weather would not improve, we had not a day when we both could
go out. I do hope before very long you will be able to manage to pay us a visit: Time is slipping away, &
we are getting oldish. Do tell us about yourself & all your large family. I know you will help me, if you
can, with information about the young pigeons: & anyhow do write before very long.

My dear Fox | Your sincere old friend | C. Darwin
Amongst all sorts of odds & ends, with which I am amusing myself, | am comparing the seeds of the vars.
of plants. I had formerly some wild cabbage seeds, which I gave to some one. Was it to you? It is a

thousand to one that it is thrown away, if not I shd. Be very glad of a pinch of it.—

Footnotes
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f1 A reference to the number and variety of animals Fox kept at Delamere.

f2 CD had told Fox about his views on the transmutation of species in 1838 (see Correspondence vol. 2,
letter to W. D. Fox, [15 June 1838]).

f3 William Yarrell, a leading authority on British birds. The seller CD refers to was probably John Baily,
poulterer and dealer in live birds, 113 Mount Street, Berkeley Square (Post Office London directory
1853). Beginning in 1855, CD’s Account book (Down House MS) has many entries relating to payments
to Baily for pigeons.

f4 See letter to J. D. Hooker, 11 [December 1854].

f5 CD’s family Bible (Down House MS), in which the childrens’ illnesses were recorded, indicates that
all the children except William had ‘Hooping cough’ in March 1855.

f6 Francis and Leonard Darwin (see ‘Journal’; Correspondence vol 5, Appendix I).

f7 The Darwins stayed at 27 York Place, Baker Street, from 18 January to 15 February 1855. The Annual
Register (1855), Chronicle, pp. 23-5, reported that a severe cold spell affected the country in January and
February with the Thames in London ‘encumbered with large masses of frozen snow or ice’ that covered
the river at low tide.
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Letter 1686 Darwin to W. D. Fox
23 May [1855]

Down Farnborough Kent
May 23d.

My dear Fox
I thank you heartily for the way you take all my requests.

I think I will insert request in Gardeners Chron. about Lizard Eggs:fl it seems cool, however, making
such a request to the world at large.— Very many thanks to your Lady friend from Jersey.—

I write now to say that I have been looking at some of our mongrel chickens & I should say one week old
would do very well. The chief point which [ am & have been for years very curious about is to ascertain,

whether the young of our domestic breeds differ as much from each other as do their parents, & I have no
faith in anything short of actual measurement & the Rule of Three.—f2 I hope & believe I am not giving

so much trouble without a motive of sufficient worth.—

I have got my Fan-tails & Pouters (choice Birds, I hope, as I paid 20s for each pair from Baily) in a grand
cage & Pigeon House, & they are a decided amusement to me, & a delight to Etty.f3 Both kinds have laid

eggs.—

My wife is away from home at Rugby, nursing Willy, who has had your dreadful enemy the Scarlet
Fever, rather badly, but yesterday & today’s letters make me perfectly easy;f4 but I think I shall go in a
few days, & relieve guard.— We are in terrible perplexity about contagion, for here all the children have
the Hooping cough, which Willy has not had.—f5

I am glad to see from your note that you keep up your vivid interest about Birds, & all living things. With
so many children & parishioners I feared that you could hardly have had time to care for anything else.

Farewell my dear old friend | Ever yours | C. Darwin

PS | I have sent a communication to the Gardeners’ Chronicle on the means of distribution of plants by
sea-currents,f6 but [ expect that it is too long for insertion at least of the whole.—

I had quite forgotten when I wrote to you, that the very common British Lizard is ovoviviparous! & the
chance of getting ova of the L. agilis, I fear is small. Jersey is evidently the best chance.— I am going to
try land-snail shells & their eggs also. in seawater.—

Footnotes

fl See letter to Gardeners’ Chronicle, [before 26 May 1855].

f2 CD described his observations on this point in Variation 1: 249-51. The rule of three allows the
calculation of an unknown, x, using the formula: a is to b as c is to x.

f3 Henrietta Emma Darwin.
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f4 According to Emma Darwin’s diary, they heard of William’s illness (which began on 18 May) on 20
May and she travelled to Erasmus Alvey Darwin’s house in London on that day. On 21 May, she arrived
in Rugby and remained there until 28 May.

f5 All the children living at home had had whooping cough in March 1855 (see letter to W. D. Fox, 19
March [1855], n. 5). On 19 June, Emma Darwin recorded in her diary: ‘“W. came to Sales’. William Sales
was a publican and grocer in Down.

fo Letter to Gardeners’ Chronicle, 21 May [1855].
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Letter 1788 Darwin to W. B. Tegetmeier
[2 Dec 1855]f1

Down Bromley Kent
Sunday Evening.

My dear Sir

I must have the pleasure of thanking you for your very kind reception of me, & a/l the to me really most
valuable information, which you gave me. I can assure you it is a long time since I have passed so
interesting a morning. But I have, also, an interested motive in writing viz to beg one or two little favours
of you; one is to measure for me the length of the upper & lower canine teeth in that very curious skull of
the cat: I had intended doing whilst with you, but the amount of interesting talk made me quite forget. I
shd like to know the length of the white portion, which was uncovered by the gum, & if the tooth is loose
in skull the entire length of the tooth & fang.— What coloured cat was it? & was it very large? All fish
come to my net in regard to variation, & I never remember hearing of such a case before. Perhaps your
shortest way would be to prick me the length with a pair of compasses, & then I could measure the length
carefully to the 1100th of an inch.—f2

After being with you I went and ordered some pigeons & brought home two curious Ducks, the hook-
billed & tufted.—

I have been thinking that it will give you as you live in countryf3 much trouble, to send me the less rare
breeds of Fowls, & I could get them by payment at Mr Bakers,f4 but not quite such good birds, as I have
no doubt I shd. have got from you. But do you think you could aid me in a few of the rarer breeds: would
it be asking too great a favour to get you to supplicate the owner of those wonderful black Turkish Fowls
at Anerly Showf5 to take the trouble to send the cock, or even Hen (shd one die) to me, addressed “to care
of Mr Acton Post Office Bromley Kent.”— And likewise is it in your power to get me a horned Azores
Cock? In the course of a year or two some other rare breeds you might possibly hear of, & it would be of
the greatest use to me to have the carcases.—You seem so very goodnatured that I think that you will
forgive all the many favours which I have asked.

Believe me with very sincere thanks. My dear Sir | Yours very faithfully | Charles Darwin

When you catch your splendid Victoria Runts, please not forget to look at first flight feather.—

I presume the fresh head of Poland was the white Poland, & can you remember whether the prepared
skull, on which I marked with pencil (H.) to show it was a Hen, & which you gave me, was, also, a White
Poland?—£6

I saw & heard so much new to me that my head was quite confused.

Footnotes

fl The first Sunday in December (see endorsement). CD had been to see Tegetmeier on Friday, 23
November (see letter to W. B. Tegetmeier, 16 November [1855]).

f2 The case is cited in Variation 1: 48, where CD stated: ‘Mr. Tegetmeier has shown me the skull of a
female cat with its canines so much developed that they protruded uncovered beyond the lips; the tooth
with the fang being .95, and the part projecting from the gum .6 of an inch in length.’
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f3 Tegetmeier’s address at this time was Wood Green, Tottenham (CD’s Address book (Down House
MS)).

f4 Samuel C. and Charles N. Baker, dealers in ornamental poultry and live wild-fowl, 3 Half Moon
Passage, City and Beaufort St, King’s Road, Chelsea (Post Office London directory 1851 and CD’s
Address book).

f5S The poultry show, the largest in England, that was held at Anerley Gardens, near Sydenham, Kent. In
1855, it was held 28-30 August. CD refers to the Ghoondook Turkish fowl, a sub-breed of the Polish
fowl (Variation 1: 229).

fo Tegetmeier displayed the skulls of Polish fowl at the 25 November 1856 meeting of the Zoological
Society, reported in the Proceedings (Tegetmeier 1856). As CD described in Variation 1: 266, the
breeder, in selecting for a larger crest, ‘has unintentionally made the skull protuberant to an astonishing
degree; and through correlation of growth, he has at the same time affected ... the internal configuration
of the whole skull together with the shape of the brain.” The breed was illustrated in Variation 1: 229.
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Letter 1794 Darwin to E. L. Layard
9 Dec 1855

Down Bromley Kent
Dec 9th. 1855

Dear Sir

I have read your several communications on the Nat. History of Ceylon with very much interest; & I have
thought that the love & zeal shown by you for science, would make you forgive the liberty I take in
addressing you; & that perhaps you could give me a little information if your official duties afford you
any quite idle time.—f1

I have during many years been collecting all the facts & reasoning which I could, in regard to the
variation & origin of species, intending to give, as far as lies in my power, the many difficulties
surrounding the subject on all sides. One chief line of investigation naturally is concerned with the
amount of variation of all our domestic animals.

For various reasons, I have determined to work especially on pigeons, poultry, ducks & rabbits; though at
the same time I am most grateful for any facts on all our other domesticated quadrupeds & birds. I have
been buying all the races of Pigeons, in order to watch them living & make skeletons of them when
dead.— I find from various old works, that the Dutch formerly (as now) were great Fanciers, & it has
occurred to me that breeds may in former times have been carried to the Cape of Good Hope & may still
be retained there; & that these might possibly belong to breeds now lost in Europe, or rare, or even
slightly modified.—

Now would you confer the very great favour on me to make enquiries for me on this head; & I have
thought that you might employ any bird-skinner (if such exist) at my expence, to look out for & skin old
examples dying a natural death of any breed whatever leaving in the bones of legs & wings, which there
is any reason whatever to suppose has long been bred at the Cape. I shd. be extremely glad to get a
common Dovehouse Pigeon, if long introduced. I could, I imagine easily repay you for any expence to
which you might be put.— It is of course quite possible there may be no Fanciers, but such seem to exist
in almost every part of the world; or perhaps you may not have time to spare from more important or
interesting employments.— In the same way I shd. be most grateful for any breeds of the domestic Duck;
or Poultry if bred at the Cape for many generations; or for any information regarding any Poultry kept by
any of the aborigines, but these it would be impossible to get skinned.—

Mr Anderssonf2 has promised to draw up for me an account of the several breeds of cattle & dogs kept by
the several tribes on the Western coast; if at any time you could aid me in this respect the aid would be
very valuable. Very slight differences in some respects are almost as interesting as greater ones in the
different breeds. But I fear that I shall have exhausted your patience; & I do not know whether your
goodnature will lead you to forgive this intrusion of a brother naturalist, who collected & worked on
board H.M.S. Beagle in her voyage round the world.—

Pray believe me, dear Sir, with many apologies, Yours faithfully | Charles Darwin

Can you tell me whether there are any Pigeon Fanciers in Ceylon, as perhaps I could get skins made for
me there.—
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I have thought of writing to Mr Thwaites,f3 but any hints from you so that [ might guide him, would be
very useful; but I am well aware that it is a mere chance whether you have ever attended to domestic
Pigeons.—f4 I have just remembered one other point, on which I shd. be very much obliged for an
answer, viz whether you are sure that the Cyclophorus stemostoma Sow. & the Pterocyclus bilabiatus
Sow. are certainly found in Ceylon: I have had a letter from Mr. Bensonf5 in answer to a query of mine
whether any alpine shells were common to the heights of Ceylon, Neilgherries & Himmalaya & he speaks
somewhat doubtfully on your authority in regard to the two above-named species.

Footnotes

fl1 Layard had served as a civil servant in Ceylon from 1849 until 1853, during which time he had
devoted himself to studying the entomology, ornithology, and conchology of the island. He had published
several articles in the Annals of Natural History on various aspects of the natural history of Ceylon (E. L.
Layard 1851, 1852-3, 1853—4). After returning to England for reasons of health, he had been appointed to
the colonial office in Capetown, South Africa, where he also served as the first curator of a museum of
natural history. CD wrote to him at the suggestion of Edward Blyth (letter from Edward Blyth, 22-3
August 1855). See also CD’s memorandum, [December 1855].

f2 Charles John Andersson was a Swedish-born naturalist and collector in South Africa.
f3 George Henry Kendrick Thwaites, superintendent of the botanical gardens at Peradeniya, Ceylon,
became an important source of information on Ceylon for both Natural selection and Variation. See the

letter to George Henry Kendrick Thwaites, 10 December 1855.

f4 Layard’s study of the ornithology of South Africa culminated in the publication of The birds of South
Africa in 1867.

f5 William Henry Benson had described Layard’s collection of land shells and published a paper on the
new species contained in it (Benson 1853). See letter from W. H. Benson, 5 December 1855.

f6 Layard probably sent CD’s letter to George Grey, then governor of the Cape Colony, to obtain his
assistance in providing the information CD sought.

Last ref: 6. Last footnote: 7
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Letter 1837 Darwin to G. H. K. Thwaites
8 Mar 1856

Down Bromley Kent
March 8th /56

My dear Sir

Though I have nothing very particular to say I must thank you cordially for the extremely kind manner
with which you have received my letter.fl I remember at Oxford that you had attended to many of the
points on which I was then & am now so much interested.f2 I hope that you will publish some of the facts
on variation to which you allude: I shd. be particularly glad to see in print or M.S. some particulars in
regard to the species from different elevations, which show different degrees of capacity for cultivation at
anew level: Hooker has published a similar case in regard to the Himmalaya Rhododendrums.f3

As you have received my letter in so very friendly a spirit, I will mention one or two other points on
which I am much interested; viz in regard to the distribution of alpine plants; have you collected at the
greater heights in Ceylon, & is there anything new in relation to the vegetation at these heights in
comparison with the Himmalaya, Neilgherries or other mountains? Again have you observed whether the
introduced & perfectly naturalised plants tend to vary much in Ceylon? The courrse of my work makes
me more & more sceptical on the eternal immutability of species; yet the difficulties on the other theory
of common descent seem to me frightfully great. In my work, which I shall not publish for 2 or 3 or
perhaps more years; it is my intention to give, as far as I can & that will be very imperfectly, all the
arguments & facts on both sides of the case, stating which side seems to me to preponderate.—

You cannot possibly render me more material assistance than by getting me any skins of Indian or Ceylon
(or any breed except English) breeds of Pigeons;f4 for I have concluded it would be better to work
carefully at the varieties of a few animals, than compile brief notices on all our domestic animals. | have
now all English breeds of Pigeons alive, & am carefully observing them, making skeletons & crossing
them. There are some remarkable Tumblers in India.—f5 Have you any domestic Ducks? or Rabbits
These I mean to work at, as well as at Poultry. Any skeleton of Ducks wd. be very valuable.— Dr.
Kellaart has offered to help me in regard to Poultry, for I met him accidentally at Brit. Museum, after
writing to you;f6 but I do not know how far he will be so kind as to take trouble for me.—

When I began, | meant merely to thank you; but when a beggar once begins to beg he never knows when
to stop!f7

Pray accept my very cordial thanks & good wishes & believe me, My dear Sir | Your’s very sincerely |
Ch. Darwin.

Footnotes

fl See Correspondence vol. 5, letter to G. H. K. Thwaites, 10 December 1855. Thwaites’s reply has not
been found.

f2 CD had attended the meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science in Oxford in
1847 at which Thwaites read a paper announcing his discovery of conjugation in the Diatomaceae
(Thwaites 1847).
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f3 Probably J. D. Hooker 1852, pp. 69—71. CD quoted Thwaites’s observations on the cultivation of
varieties from different elevations in Natural selection, p. 286: ‘Mr. Thwaites, the curator of the Botanic
Garden at Ceylon, ... writes to me, that he finds “that individuals of the same species are acclimatised to
different elevations,—being more & more impatient of cultivation at any station, according as they have
been transported to it, from stations of greater & greater altitude.” * See also Correspondence vol. 7, letter
to G. H. K. Thwaites, 7 February [1858].

f4 Thwaites’s name is not among those in Natural selection or Variation who provided CD with
specimens of birds or rabbits from Ceylon.

f5 See letter to Walter Elliot, 23 January 1856.

f6o Edward Frederick Kelaart is described in Variation 1: 259, where his name is spelled ‘Kellaert’, as one
who had ‘closely studied the birds of Ceylon’ and is cited on the native fowl of that island (Variation 1:
234).

f7 That CD wrote more than he intended is indicated by the fact that the last page was written on the
verso of the first. To clarify the order, he headed it ‘Last Page’.
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